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Pablo Escobar head of the Medellin drug cartel was killed in a shoot-out with Colombian security
forces on Dec. 2. Police pinpointed Escobar's whereabouts after tracing recent phone calls in which
the drug lord threatened to kidnap prominent politicians and their children unless the government
accepted his conditions for surrender. Chief among the fugitive's demands was government
protection for his wife and children. Once they had located Escobar's hideout in Medellin, the
building was immediately surrounded and stormed by members of the special 3,000-member
search force which the government formed after Escobar escaped from prison in July 1992. Escobar
tried to escape with a bodyguard from the building's rooftop, provoking a shoot-out in which both
men died. In the 1980s, the powerful Medellin cartel supplied approximately 80% of the cocaine
consumed in the US. But the cartel lost much of its share in the world cocaine market over the past
two years due to the imprisonment and death of many of the organization's key leaders. Thus, since
other organizations such as the Cali cartel now control much of the drug trade, Escobar's death is
not expected to seriously reduce the flow of cocaine out of Colombia in the short term. Nevertheless,
the news was hailed as a major victory in the government's battle against drug trafficking and narcoterrorism. "It's the triumph of law over crime," said Sen. Andres Pastrana. "Escobar ended up being
a symbol of violence and narco-terrorism. Now the country can begin to live more peacefully."
Attorney General Gustavo de Greiff also said that Escobar's death was "excellent for the country, a
demonstration that crime does not pay." Escobar's death captured the headlines of papers around
the globe. In Washington, National Drug Control Policy Office director Lee Brown said, "Escobar
was the most ruthless of the drug kingpins, and his fate should serve as an example to others who
traffic in death and misery." There were mixed reactions, however, in terms of the actual impact
Escobar's death will have on the overall level of violence in Colombia, one of the most violent
societies in the world. Some see the demise of the Medellin cartel as the definitive closing of this
chapter in the country's history. Others point out that the country is still wracked by a decades-old
rebel war against the government, and incessant political and drug-related violence sponsored by
forces not linked to the Medellin cartel. And, in the immediate term, authorities are bracing for the
fallout from those who may attempt to either exploit or avenge Escobar's death. (Sources: Spanish
news service EFE, Agence France-Presse, 12/02/93, 12/03/93; New York Times, 12/03/93)
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